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I

had the privilege over the last few months to be
part of the SENT school on a weekly basis, providing oversight and coordination as well as teaching
for about three weeks. Although these responsibilities
have been taxing in several ways, I have been thrilled to
be part of what God is doing in the lives of our young
people and have benefited much from the stimulation
of teaching and of learning with them. Taking one
important subject (MISSIONS), focusing on it for 3
months, studying it from many angles, and working
it out in several different circumstances has been our
aim. By God’s grace, this has been accomplished to a
large effect in the lives of the young people who attended this year’s school. Our desire is that you would
understand the focus and aim of the school, rejoice in
the blessing of God (which we sensed in this pioneer
year), and pray with us for its future fruitfulness. We
pray that this will happen as you read the lines below,
see some pictures of the school and of our daily lives,
and read some excerpts from the hearts of the students
that attended this year.
One purpose united the mission board, the school
staff, and the missionaries who came to teach each
course: to work with God to raise up a generation of
mission-minded and mission-trained young people
who can be used by God to reach out to many needy

countries in the years ahead. Thus the name: Serving
Every Nation Training School, or SENT for short.
Surely, the best service we could give the nations of
the world, both nation states and ethnic nations, is to
bring the saving Gospel of Christ to them and then
live and preach it in front of them. We also desire to
follow the path of our Master, who came to this earth
as a servant of all and through his servant-hood made
many great. We feel that this servant element is of
extra importance for those of us who come from the
developed Western world and may be tempted to feel
superior to the people who God has called us to reach,
thereby immensely limiting our testimony of the life
of Christ lived out before them.
We set out to keep the school visionary, so as to
increase the burden our youth feel for the world and
to get us looking beyond our current borders to a lost
and needy world. Our burden was also that the inspiration or visionary element would be strong enough to
keep all the bookwork from becoming too scholastic
and boring. We feel that a heart desire/practical application gap exists in many of our youth. We desire to
include lots of practical opportunities for our youth to
be stretched, not only in having a heart for the world,
but also in the daily life of sacrifice which is required
of a missionary. We recognized that many of the youth

I

learned to know and to love my God in a much deeper way during my time at SENT School.
He showed me more of His heart, more of His faithfulness, and more of His jealousy for His
glory. I don’t know whether God will choose to keep me home or send me out to the foreign field,
but I am excited about being where He wants me to be.
I see the time I spent in Ghana as just another step in God’s process of sanctifying me and directing my life. There were no thunderclaps or flashes of lightening and I am still very much
myself, with all my quirks and weaknesses, but there has nevertheless been an undeniable
shift in who I am and the direction I am going. I sense a clear responsibility to God to be a witness to the world wherever I live.
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who come to a school like this have already said “yes”
to the purposes of God for their lives. Our goal is to
equip them with missionary skills, which will help
them to work out the missionary visions that God
is placing on their hearts in real life. We desire God
to use the school and its expanded opportunities of
real missionary life to be a reality check allowing
our youth to make sure that the missionary plan of
God is not just burning in their hearts but can be
worked out practically. Many have been kept from
useful service by the “spirit is willing but the flesh is
weak” syndrome. We would like to help our youth
to avoid this pitfall.
Jeremy and I were tremendously blessed by the
caliber of the young people who volunteered or
were chosen for this first year of school. Both of us
felt that our duties as authorities were greatly diminished by the spiritual desires and devotion of
the students. Each one was dedicated to squeezing
all that they could from the three months of study.
This focus kept them from much of the frivolity that
could have grown out of our closely shared lives.
Being deeply challenged through the daily teaching also helped to set the tone of their relationships
and ensured that the discussion times were basically
centered on the subject being studied.

I

did not know what to expect from the school
when I enrolled. I was hoping that somehow it would equip me to be a missionary.
It met all my expectations and way beyond.
The Bible has taken on a whole new meaning to me. Through this school, my love for
God has reached new depths. My desire to be
involved in mission work has been greatly
strengthened. I now can see areas where I can
be further preparing instead of just waiting.
I understand to a greater degree what a missionary goes through. My prayer is that all
of the team members would be affected for
life for the cause of the Lord in fulfilling his
command to go into all the world.

Each of our missionary families made a contribution to the school during the three months the
students spent in Ghana. Most of the missionary
men taught a course (usually a week) which gave
them lots of interaction with the students. In addition, each family spent one weekend with the students. We were rewarded with the fellowship of so
many like-minded young people and were especially
delighted at every chance we had to sing with a huge
group of good singers! Most of our families here
are young and some have no youth in their home
at this time so the joy of four-part singing with all
four parts present might be hard for you to imagine.
The youth were divided between Bunbon and Loloto for their practicals in ministry, which brought
them into close contact with those two missionary
families. It is a little difficult to live a normal life
with ten extra young people in your home. But we
worked hard to give them a picture of what our life
entails on a daily basis. We allowed them to participate in nearly all aspects of our life from cooking
and hauling water to village preaching. All in all, I
believe the missionaries give an edge to the teaching
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at the school since it is their daily lives that enables the
students to see the things they are learning lived out
in real life. As missionaries, we feel that our lives were
enriched by our interaction with the SENT students
and our hearts were challenged by their passion.

missionaries are back at their stations, and the buildings are dormant, waiting until the next group arrives later this year. In many ways, the challenge only
begins now. We have been really burdened in prayer
these last weeks for this group of young people reThe students’ time was filled with all the required turning to their familiar lives again. Please join us
in this prayer burden! To live
reading (about 10 books in
out the redemptive purposes
all) and the homework assignof God in our daily lives,
ments. All of our time was
wherever we are, must be
spent on the one subject at
“The potential of twenty one of the greatest challengthe heart of the school: findes of the Christian life. We
ing the heart of God for our
young
lives
to
make
an
are jealous that these youth
lives and equipping our stupass this test. The missionary
dents with some of the skills
eternal difference in this
plan of God is not limited to
needed for a life of cross-culoverseas work, nor are we exworld is too large a force
tural ministry. To focus so
empt from it if we find ourfully on this one subject with
to
overlook,
and
we
are
selves called to stay at home.
all our bible reading, class
All our efforts, whether here
time, prayer, and talk time is
motivated to teach and
or there, must focus on the
a powerful stimulus in changone thing that Jesus poured
train by this vision”
ing our lives permanently for
his life into while on this
the purposes of God in this
earth, seeking and saving the
world. Our prayer throughlost! The missionaries here
out the school was that the
are united in prayer for these
work of God in the lives of
students that they would find a way to keep God’s
the youth would go deeply enough into their hearts
to become long-lasting and practical, even upon their vision for the world alive, even while surrounded by
the comfortable insulated life in the West.
return to their respective homes to await God’s further plan for them. Jeremy and I poured out our every
We eagerly anticipate the next year of the SENT
ounce of energy and inspiration in this direction, conschool. We keenly recognize the investments made in
stantly begging our students to allow the things that
the last year of this school through the tuition paid
they were learning to become an integral part of their
by each student, the time off work, and the sacrifices
lives, and not just an emotional experience of being of the missionary families who gave of themselves to
outside their comfort zone in another land.
teach and interact with the students. We do not take
all of these sacrifices lightly, yet we look at the lives
The first year of the SENT school is now in the
changed by the three months they spent in Ghana
past. The students have returned to their homes, the
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and the vision that has been burned into their
hearts by practical experiences and believe the
return is worth the investment! Surely, the need
of the hour, both for our spiritual survival and
for the salvation of the lost, is for us to more
fully understand and align ourselves with the
purposes of God in this world. This school is
a step in this direction. From this perspective,
we look forward to the next year of this school
and prepare to again pour out for a new group
of students. We are already in prayer for these
new students and are working with the board
to receive applications for future students. The
potential of twenty young lives to make an eternal difference in this world is too large a force
to overlook, and we are motivated to teach and
train by this vision. Please keep praying with us
toward this end! Thank you for your continued
care for this work!
—Daniel Kenaston for the staff of SENT

I

learned how much missions is in the Bible through Bro. Jeremy and Bro. Daniel. They preached
many messages from the Old Testament proving that missions or “spreading God’s glory” is the
central theme of the Bible. In Deuteronomy it talks about “the stranger”, in Psalms it speaks of “all
nations” and “the whole earth”. Although these are not new verses, I had never seen them all together
before, therefore not seeing God’s passion for all the people of the earth. Since God’s heart had been
to bring all people to see His glory, the Great Commission was not the first call to missions, but a
summary of the call. I began to see that this is the only reason to GO! Should I not in simple obedience go abroad unless other wise directed? I began to see through my studies that it is most rewarding and fulfilling to go and spread God’s glory over all the earth.
Another thing I learned was the need to study. If I want to do great things for the Lord, I obviously
must prepare for it. Thus, I am coming home to go back to school because I believe the Lord uses
prepared vessels. I am spending hours each week studying the Bible, mission books, and writing,
which I believe will all be helpful. I encourage you to make His Kingdom, and service in it, top priority. Read the Bible and see God’s passion, then prepare to spread His Glory.
As I look back over the last three months I can do nothing but praise the Lord for the perfect timing
of this school in my life. Praise the Lord!
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